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At the time of presentation of credentials, the Brazilian Ambassador’
presented to the President a personal letter from President Costa e Silva of
Brazil. In the private conversation following presentation of credentials,
Ambassador Gibson observed that his government had been very pleased to note
the observations made by President Nixon with reg a.rcl to Latin America, parti-
cularly in his campaizn speeches. These, the Jmma ador noted, coiucided

very much with Brazilian views, especm ly the observation of mcrca:cc‘ trade
rather than aid. : '

The Ambassador then stated that Latin America was a specizal area --
it was Christian, westarn and underpopulated -- characteristics which set it
apart from the other underdeveloped areas of the world. With respect to Brazil
he noted that 2 major effort had bzen made to control inflation and he belicved
this was now under control, GNP growth was about 87, last year, which was
another major accomplishment. ' ‘
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The Ambassador referred to recent internal political developments,
and said these werc of course matters of domestic concern only. He did wish,
to emphasize however that his country was dedicated to democracy, and if
certain condifions including the need to make economic and social progress
resulted in temporary extraordinary powers nevertheless Brazil was dedicated
to Western ideals and to constitutional rule.

The President thanked the Ambassador for his exposition. Ie expressed
great interest in U.S. relations with Latin America and observed that he believed
it important to rethink our policies and the Alliance. He had not been satisficd
with progress under the Alliance and thought that it was now necessary to review
the problems and sce what new had to be done, what had to be recast and what had
to be intensified. He noted that the Rockefeller mission was intended to begin
this review, and that he thought it important to listen to Latin America, not tell
it what it nceded. e believed it vital to engage with Latin America in mutually
worked out policies and plans. He referred to the Ambassador's comments re-
garding internal political matters and said that the U, S, would not pass judgment
on such internal matters. He noted the Ambassador's remarks regarding belic{

in democracy and said that the U, S, only wished them well in their retlurn to
_constitutional rule.




