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U i 1» At lunch February 7, Podre Alelxo comuented o
B !
on :“!e:bo:i‘a he thousht ¥ardiin Costa ¢ #ilva capabie of folilowling
Usis ZEt’_antono Branco io presidensy. Seid he was "revolutionary®
#3 .a+d could assure coptiouity. Seid further thatl lmporianc
ARG **'——x‘ot;or vas Nariilnts indicatlion he would enly be adaiuistretion
)_-—i: dndidn‘:-o. willicg subnlt somingtlon o political proooss.
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ACTION TAKEMi@ixe, forasy ypovi leader iu Chamumber of Deputles and now

Miaister Bducation, stressed ¥Warliin'es intelligence, calling

nim "cultured”, and pointiag out thet press reporte portiaylsg
bim as “tap k;ck‘” (sargentlio) type were overdiewn. Alednd

sald that Waridis had gresdusted {irsi in class, had woried &s
Journmlist and Seacher of Portuguese language alter abortive
revolution of 1022, and all iu 2ll waer very intelligent man.
{Aleizo pot only adulnistrstion leader taking this 1inc. Few
deys age Asdr ol Ulisses, Dep Chded President's Civil Houseohold
for Parlismentary Affalrs, told me Wariia not the “prdmitive”
type some nowapapers clain, that e gredusted higher from
military acsdomy thao did Presldent, and that although Cuntello
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Braneo "not the auther” of WarMin's candidacy he poobabl;
comlng to accept 1t).

2. Aletzo told Beboffs Ghet ANLTA nomdnatlsg convention
would be held ip June while Coste & Silva still occupled Wer
Sinistry. Aleixo commented to us thet couvention aimost
3 certalniy had to be held while Costa ¢ Silva $BLLL Havidn;
otherwise, he might vesigs oniy net to be wominated, in whiech
case Aleizo seld he would logic "ridiculous.”

5. sussing general uusation of militery we. <lvilian
l candidate to succeed Cautells Brance, Aleixo sald given
| "present steosphore” he saw 1itile poosibility for civiilas.

Aleixo said this "nothing to bosst about, nothlog for us to
J be proud of,” bul At same time he auded basle democrailc
1 foptincts Lraslliea milltsry.

4. Congressiomal reaction toc Custa e Silva candidncy, at
tids early stage, largely cautious lence-straddling. Dut we
have heard no congresslional wolce rulised acaliat Varilie
Envoffs attandlog recant gathering of Lacerda-supportiog
deputies heard Costa @ Silve opanly referred to as “ouwr
next President.”
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at this initisl atage. Aleixe has been stauntn Suc wall Known
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advooate of legalliy Throughout NAs CRTOET, and has cousistently
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of Vargas "Hew Ssate” dictatorship.
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