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i 1. Dialogue i1s the "in" word in Brazil since the recent
wave of student aj:itation, but the more it is tossed about
the less astual communication seews to take plsse between
the authorities and the studunts. The Post recently hud tie
opportunity to errange a sort of do=iteyourself dialogus on
emsorFicE  bhe subject of student problems without the Wnowledye of

s either of the participants, s situation altopether approprie

—-—— jate to the ecircumstances, On July 3, 1968, the drafting

O __ = officer had a lengthy luncheon with Profegssor Leonidaes Xause,
Bl Director of the Politilocal Scilence Department of the !'ederal
University, who was puide and mentor to the students during
the recent demonstrations in Porto Alerre. - fhat samwe evelliis
|the drafeing officer and hisg wife were the only puests for
dinner in the home of General Carlos Alberto Fontours, chilef
VWief Stalff of the III Army., Conversation on both occasions
- lcenterad on the student problem. Jhen these two conversetions

re melded topether an interesting deaf-and=dumb dialogue
merges s '

o On the need for student deomonstrations:

rof. Xausas "The demongtrations sre a necsssary step in
btaining action in a situation unere the normal chonnels of
betition and protest heve dried up., ‘Whe students, or the more
fintelligent of them anyhow, do not regerd demonstrationa as

s -ar an end in themselves, but as a means of paining publlc attens

tion and laying hands on a forwm in whieu tlheir very real
grievences can be explained."

Gen, Fontoura: "rhe regerit st.dent demonstrations are pert of
an International Comiunist conspiracy des lpred to rot snd ule
timately overthrow free goveruments., {1 don't deny that our
educationnl gystem as deep problems, or that tie students
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have legitimate grievances, but the Gov.rnment is doing the
best 1t can with very limited resources. %he truth is thet
the atudents are mnot interested in solving problems, but only
in ecarrying out political egitation. It is notable that they
made no attempt to use the normal channels of sppeal and pro-=

test open to them, a fact pointed out by the Rector of the
University.”

3. On the perforrance of the authorities in comntrolling the
demonstrations: ,

Profe. Xauga: "The authorities neturslly Love an obligation to
protect 1life and property. I would not have them do otherwise,
but at least at the beglnnin~ thoere was no indicatlon that life
and property wdre threatencd. ~ven il they were the measures
put into effect to protect them were excessive. In fact the
concern of tho Goverrment was not to protect life and property
but to punish an Infraction of its authority. A demonstration
hold in defiance of an order prohibiting it is s theoretical
infraction of law, but it 1s not in itself a violation of the
rights of individuals or of the socletye..The Government of
Guanabara finally got the wmessape (in perwmitting the last of
the demonstrations§ but I'm afraid our buboons here will never
understand...lowever I have trisd to explain to my youny psople
thet 1 they are t« participate in activities of this kind they
mast fully end comsciously accept the consequences of their acts.
““he whole puint of pessive resistance is not only that ths par-
tiecipantibe prepared to accept the consequences, but also that
the consequences actually ensuwe. Otheruise the event loses
much of its propagenda value, which is its omly point. I tell
them that they shouldn't resent petting conked on the uwead by a
goon., That's what he's there for end hat tihey are there for.
Houever Brazilians arc a lot softer than your Ameriecar. young
pegﬁlg.n They don't unders.and this and do resent petting
CONKed o

ien. Montoura: "student turmoil has to be dealt wi th firmly at
The very Deglm:ing. The alternative is ubtor onarghy. Look at

france...llowever I think the pollcc mizht have handled things
better, Thelr main problem is lack of diseipline and training
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begause these things often can be dealt with firmly bug withe
out excesslive violence, us they are In your coumtry. unfortu-
nately the educational system isnft the only area with budge-
tary and persommel problems...l don't understand young people
today, They seem to think they are uniquely oreated beings
with no responsibility to anyone but themselves.”

e On Minlster of Lducation Tarso Dutras

Prof. Xausas "“he nan is epuffoon. The problsms are so preat
that 1t 1s quite possible a more able man could do no more then
he has, but it iz certain that he is incapable of solving them,
iioreover 1is ouster and replacerent uwould be the best possible

demonstration of the Government's roed faith."

Gen. Fontouras "The man is an incompetent. I titoroushly unders
stand the President’s raefusal to replace him under pressure, bud
enough is cnough. e has pot to zo."

5. On the role of the Press:

Prof, Xausag "Since tie iwhole point of demonstrating is get-
ting the attention of the public snd getting its sympatuy, the
police could not have been more helpful than wi:en they savaged
reporters and cemeramen.”

Gen. Yontoura: "One of the main problems is not the students
e press, ulich is thoroughly infiltrated by Conmumista.
o matter how demonstrations are handled se will aluways get a

bad press. «ven more importantly it ia freq.untly tue press
that incites the stadents to violence.”

6o Un the financial problens of ths ‘tovermment:

Prof. Xausa: "It is diffioult for us to ascept the pood faith
of tt Governuent ren they reduce appropriations for education

while at the samc time buying expensive jet sireraft. e too
are concermed about thie powey and prestige of Brasil, but can't
they understend thaot e wlll always be a fourth rate power until
wejpan oreateo our oumn Jot alrveraft or anything else we went?

The only route to this roal is education,"
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Gen, rontouraz “There simply isn't enough to go arounde . due
cation should come first but so should a lot of other things o
roads, dams, agricalture...l don't arpue that the Armed Forces
should have a high priority, but we have to be kept operative.
Do you Imow that there are full colonels in thuy U.S. Armed
Forces who are too young ever to haove seen items that are stande
erd issue with ua? Perhaps we should demonstrate $00.,..It is
difficult to believe that the students are sincersly interested
in this issus when they refuse to aevept money where it can be
most easlily gotten = from the nited States. You notice they
never demonstrate apainst essistance from Communist countries.”

Te (n the role of amitators:

Prof. Xausa: ™ie did our bost to igsolute the oranks and the
wild birds who aluays erop up in things like this, end on the
whole we were successful. The real problem is the secondary
students. They lrck the maturity on:id stendiness for peasive re-
sistances On ths other band they are the future of Brazil even
more than the iniversity students. You can't just tell them %o
go howe and play with their toys. 'hey would lose faith in us
then, and the Comnunists would nab them,"

Gen. Fontoura: "The regent demonstrations were well planned and
hiphly organized by professional egpltators. There is ebsoclutely

no doubt of this., 'e have cleuar evidunces..Using mere children =
glrls even = is criminal." :

Comment 3

8, Prof, Xausa, who describes himself as a member of the
Catholic left and adds "whatever that means", did his gredaste
work at Columbla iniversity. (en. tontoura attended the J.3.
Army Command and Genersl 3talf School ane is one of the few
genuine intellectuals in the top levols of the IIi Army. iloth
are highly intelligent men anu both admire the Unlted 3tates,
though fro.: very dlfferent anmles, At first rlence the above
"dialogue” would seenrt to suggest that any genuine communication |
between the students end the .overnment is hopoless., However,
there are snourh wigewag sigmals between the lines to supgest

that they mipght have a certalr amount to telk about if they ever
did et topether,
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