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1» MEMBERS OF BRAZILIAN MILITARY, OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN

AND EXTREMIST CIVILIANS Are EXPLOITING EVERY OPPORTUNITY ATTEMPT

EXPLAIN TO EMBOFFS REASONS BEHIND GOVERNMENT ACTIONS DECEMBER 13

AND SUBSEQUENTLY" SOME EXPLANATIONS ACCOMPANY EFFORT IDENTIFY J.S’

WITH BRAZILIAN GOALS AS REpREESENTED BY NEW INSTITUTIONAL ACT AND

URGE UNDERSTANDING AND CONTINUED USG SUPPORT.

2» JUSTIFICATIONS most OFTEN CENTER AROUND ALLEGATION That SUB¬

VERSION and CORRUPTION SERIOUSLY THREATENED SUCCESS OF 1964 REVO¬

LUTIONARY program, enlarging on subversion, claim is made forces

WERE AT WORK THREATENING REGIME’S VERY SURVIVAL OR AT THE LEAST

CREATING IRRITATING DISTRACTION WHICH IMPEDED ITS EFFICIENT FUNC -
TIONING. CITED TO BUTTRESS THIS VIEW ARE STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS

WHICH ERUPTED DURING PAST YEAR AND WHlCHWERE DIRECTED AGAINST

REGIME- ANTI -GOVERNMENT ACTIVITY BY CERTAIN priests, INCLUDING

ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT WITH GUERRILLA MOVEMENTS; POLITICAL ACTIVITIES

BY INDIVIDUALS CASSATED By REVOLUTION AND CONSPIRACIES RY MaRI-

1 ghella and far LEFTISTS. IN government view, these forces created

CLIMATE OF DlLSORDER LEADING TO SIGNIFICANT RECENT GROWTH UrBAn
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RATIONALE FOR NEW INSTITUTIONAL ACT REVOLVES ABOUT
CORRUPTION IS STILL WIDESPREAD AND IS SAPPING RE-

ARN
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SOURCES WHICH RIGHTFULLY SHOULD BE CHANNELED TO NATIONAL DEVELOP¬
MENT® RADICALS ASSERT CORRUPTION EXISTS ON MUNICIPAL/ STATE AND
FEDERAL LEVELS/ INVOLVING EVEN MINISTERS AND THE PRESIDENT, s
FAMILY/ AND THAT IT MUST BE ROOTED OUT TO DEMONSTRATE PUBLICLY
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militaryrepudiation OF lb thus countering innuendos military HAS
BEEN INVOLVED* CORRUPTION ARGUMENT EMBRACES ALSO UNPATRIOTIC
PROFITEERING AND SHADY PRACTICES BY VESTED INTERESTS SUCH AS THOSE
EXEMPLIFIED BY DOMINIUM SOLUBLE COFFEE GROUP*

TERRORISM INVOLVING BOMBINGS/ ARMS ThEFTS AND ROBBERIES BY SUB¬
VERSIVES WITH PURPOSE OF WEAKENING CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT AND
DESTROYING IT* WHILE MOST ACTIVITIES REFERRED TO ABOVE ARE AT¬
TRIBUTED TO COMMUNISTS AND PRE-REVOLUTIONARY FIGURES/ SUBVERSION
CATALOG HAS RECENTLY BEEN EXTENDEDTO INCLUDE
CIVILIAN PLOT BY BRAZILIAN VESTED INTERESTS AND FOREIGN ECONOMIC
GROUPS TO OVERTHROW REGIME IN JANUARY AND THEREAFTER EXPLOIT
NATION (RIO 14462).

3* GENERALLY LUMPED TOGETHER UNDER SUBVERSIVE EFFORTS TO UndERMINE
SYSTEM' ARE DEVELOPMENTS IN CONGRESS AND IN COURTS, BACKERS NEW IN-
T
TUTIONAL ACT THEORIZE that CONGRESSIONAL defiance OF GOVERNMENT
aS REPRESENTED BY MOREIRA ALVES CASE WOULD INITIATE PROCESS IN¬
EVITABLY LEADING TO ACTION BY CONGRESS TO GRANT AMNESTY TO POLITI¬
CAL FIGURES PUNISHED BY REVOLUTION FOR SUBVERSION AND CORRUPTION
AND TOrEINStITUTION DIRECT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN 1970 WHICH
TOGETHER WOULD IN EFFECT TURNNATION BACK TO PRE-REVOLUT IONarZ
CONTEBT/ AS REVOLUTION NOT POPULAR BECAUSE OF ITS REFORM EFFORTS*
FREQUENT ACTION BY SUPREME COURT AND OTHER JURISDICTIONS To GRANT
HABEAS CORPUS TO INDIVIDUALS APPREHENDED BZ GOVERNMENT ON SUB-VER¬
SION charges has been condemned as sabotage and as encourage-

A? xL.'OiirfOv fL \

5= ANOTHER LINE OF THOUGHT IS THAT COORDINATED EFFORT EXISTED TO

ERODE MILITARY PRESTIGE In WHICH NEWS MEDIA/ POLITICIANS/ LEFT¬
IST INTELLECTUALS and PROGRESSIVE CLERGY INVOLVED. PARTICULARS
CITED INCLUDE ANTI-MILIT AR Y SONGS ( C AMINH ANDO ) / STAGE PLAYs ( RODA
VIVA/ OPINAO)/ NEWSPAPER CARTOONS/ ARTICLES (HERMANO ALVES) AND
^■EDITORIALS/ SERMONS/ STUDENT SLOGANS* SPEECH BY MoRFIRA ALvES* AND

4* second major
CONTENTION THAT
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5, particularly when one bears in mind
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ATTEMPT by BOTH MOREIRA ALVES AND HERMaNO ALVES SUMMON LEADING
GENERALS LIKE PORTELLA AND MEDICI TO TESTIFY BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL
INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE On INVASION OF UNIVERSITY OF BRASILIA"
SENSITIVE MILITARY MEN INSIST THAT AS MILITARY IS CHIEF SUSTENANCE
FOR REGIME, SUCH CRITICISM STRIKES AT VERY ROOT OF SYSTEM
INTOLERABLE,

Department of State

9, NEITHER STUDENTS, CLERGY, CONGRESSMEN NOR M ARIGHELLIST AS mill D
OVERTHROW REGIME, NOT EVEN IN HIGHLY UNLIKELY EVENT’ COOPERiTinN
COULD BE ARRANGE^ AMONG ThEMo. ALL OF FACTORS MENTIONED ABOVF TO
ONE' DEGREE OR ANOTHER MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO ACCUMULATION nr FRIK
TRATIONS WHICH MADE MOREIRA ALVES VOTE "LAST STRAW," BUT T^YPam
NOT BE VIEWED AS A VALID RATIONALE FOR THE DR^STlc MEASURES
BY INSTITUTIONAL ACT NO- 5, PARTICULARLY WHEN ONE BEARS IN m ND

8« COMMENT? WHILE PROCESS qF RATIONALIZATION HAS SET IN, It
UNDOUBTEDLY TRUE THAT MILITARY AND THEIR CIVILIAN SUPPORTERS
FERVENTLY AND SINCERELY BELIEVE IN VALIDITY OF THE JUSTIFICATIONS
THEY OFFER FOR INSTITUTIONAL’ ACT’ NO. 5. THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT
THEIR ASSESSMENT IS OBJECTIVE OR ACCURATE. CLEARLY OPPOSITION,
THOUGH UNCOORDINATED AND SECTORAL, DlD EXIST TO REVOLUTIONARY RE¬
GIME. TO POSTULATE, HOWEVER, THAT OPPOSITION FORCES REPRESENTED
SERIOUS AND URGENT THREAT jS GROSS' OVER-ESTIMaTE UNSUBSTANTIATED
BY ANY EVIDENCE' PREVIOUSLY AVAILABLE AND UNFLATTERING TO MILITARY
SERVICES THEMSELVES WHICH HAVE CONSTANTLY OFFERED ASSURANCES THAT
NATIONAL SECURITY SITUATION WELL' IN HAND.

5

7« ELEMENTS In MILITARY IRRITATION, HARDLY MENTIONED AT aLl NOW,

at least publicly, include low level military pay and attendant
HARDSHIPS ON OFFICERS AND! FRUSTRATION AT LACK OF MODERN MILITARY
equipment for three services, armed forces particularly sensitive
TO CONTRAST THEIR ECONOMIC SITUATION WITH PROLIFER ATION CONGRES¬
SIONAL' JAUNTS ABROAD AND OSTENTATIOUS LIVING OF CIVILIAN TYCOONS.

6= POINTS MORE INFREQUENTLY HEARD INCLUDE DESIRABILITY TO JACK UP
president and government WHICH ACT and NEW MILITARY POSTURE now
accomplishes, bluntly PUT THIS contention not only SINGLES out
INEFFICIENCY BY’ some OF PRESIDENT’S MINISTERS AND NEED To REPLACE
THEM BUT ALSO TOUCHES COSTA E SILVA HIMSELF CLAIMING HE WAS ISO¬
LATED In Brasilia and not tuned to national problems, in This view,
ACT AMOUNTS TO REINVIGORATION AND REDEDICATION OF REVOLUTIONARIES
THEMSELVES TO STRIVE FOR MOVEMENT’S GOALS.
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initiallyreactedwithunequivocaloppositiontorecent
developments,theseINCLUDESECRETARYgeneralnational
CONFERENCEBRAZILIANBlSHopS,DOMALUISI0LORSCHEIDER/CO
tivecardinaljaymecamaRaofguanabaRaandarchbishophe
CAMARAOFRECIFE/LATTERTWOOFWHOMHAVEISSUEDSTRONGP
ANTI-GOVERNMENTSTATEMENTSSINCEDECEMBER13.ULTIMATEPO
OFCHURCHdependsonfuturegovernmentconducttowardcle
ANDCHURCHPREROGATIVES/BUTTHEPREVAILINGTENDENCYSEEM
BETOSPEAKOUTWITHGREATERUNITYINOPPOSITIONTOTHEA
(RECIFE1606).TUThILL
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