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A 5 Enclosure to A-218 . .
> . , - R' Bmﬁ. e LRADES . from Rio de Jenoivo

MRSORANDR OF CONVERSATION

" Date: :Agril B, 1969
Subject: Miiitaxwy Coup in Prozil
'Pa:-tic:lgants: Carlos Yacewda

. ., Berglo Lacerds, aonofCarlosLanewda

Princeton Lyman, Chief of Title IX w,visim of UBAID
Fraok C. Cmc-lucci, Political Cmmne:lm’, Rio,

Place: ‘Serglo Tocerda’s epartment, Rio

~

)

Berglo lecerds invited me ¢o lunch, subSequently informing me thet bis father

hed. asked if he could imtrude. E‘mwpam,zaakedifprincetonwmn
could aiso sttead, =

Carlos Izcerde went straight %o the x;ointo He ae’ked.ma formw infm‘wetatien
of events in Brazil, perticularly what wes hagpening within the militawy = .
esteblishmemt. I opoke in general terms eboud currents of thought end
attitudes emong militery leaders and noted that the President was making e |

- good effor? to Ywansfer some of the worst trcublemiakers out of Rio. Never-

‘theless, - history had dmmskrated that this tectic vas only parbia.uy
successful.

Lacerda aa:ld, "Xat ne be mors speeifico I have’ 1nfmation, same of it
fwbmlmdsmeefitmw(im),tothaeffeetmtthemdhal
mUtary are planning to depose Costa ¢ 81lve." ¥t was commoen knowledge,
Lacerde noted, that Albuquewque Lima was conspiFing. Albuquerque Idma
hingelf made no seexet of this, -Vhat wes new wes thet this conspiracy

enbraced a much vider group, includ.ing ‘sane of tha President®s most uusted
edvisers,

A Iscez-da aaidhe had meﬂ.ved an caniamary Bant by the tors. Lacerda
mamedmwmm&mato"edvisehimwwmm The repree
sentative hod veplied, "Neither." ' Locerda’e reading was that the
cmpimtcwialmms!mpysmmdﬂnghﬂmo\ntomkeemmmu
would not side with Costa o Silva, FHe compared this sounding to the
sounding Done Yolanda had taken with him at the time ker husband wes
‘maneuvering to became President. Hhent.acerdampliedhemddtnksm

ponaum,mvoxandnremwzd “maﬂaallxmbtohw" '
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Tha curdous thing, Lacerds sad
finformstion §n cu;mﬁdsncea A that e b 1o baen elven this,

He had only been sworn to secye onthemes‘
: of thzgs Anvolved. I wes his understanding that the coup guld tale place
.:ame t;fbatwem&\m'ﬂaudﬂugust. Gostaesilvumﬂﬂhereplacedby

Lwerda said thet Infoxmebicn ﬁm e vaz'iety of sources led him to cone
clude that those comnitted to the coup would bo both exticfnerican and
enti-commnist. This would be a matter of tactics vathér then comvicticns,
since the mevanent hed no resl ideology. Ioctel cammmists would be b

. evay permenently end the Congvess would be shkud dovn. Amerdcen aid, ¢his’
group Lelt, was not important. A% eny rate, tho Americens would eventuelly

cane ground,  Antlefmerdcanian would be used to incraaae the new gmemmnt*’:
mlerﬂ.ty with the meases. . :

Locerde did not fowy of Gy dimct, connectien betveen events i.n Peru and
this group’s pleming, but sssumed: Velasco'z activities had served as an
ingpirveticn. On the other hend, heo aid lmow of cemmections between the :
Rrazillan mildtary conspiraters ond the Argentins mildtary. They expgected
thet Brazil and Avgentine would iead the conf.mea% in & nev style’ cf militar'
gove‘rmnent., :

In. a&ﬁiﬁl&m te the nai,m of thelr aymach 7] him, Lacerda was Wzled
by informaticn to tho effect thet this group was reportedly receiving erms

. sereas the Eragilien frcnt,,ez'e He 4id not think thes military would find
real resistance to an exned cowp From within, end could only interpret -
the ioportation of syms ms a security gxecaution. He asked me if we hed
m infomati.on &0 tni&, I vesponded in the negatime.,

 Iscerda coneludad tha% Coate @ Sfuva"m tenura was limited, He thoum it
would be futile for enyomz, including the U.8., to weact to this infosmao .
. tiom by trying’ to.support Costa e 8ilva, "Slame ciygan might be pumped

m&ohim,butthiamnmmmstmethadwdmmmg, and the
Wtﬁm&emmmthemmewlnbeo

Toe wbaypy @oies wadeh aeemd to be facing masu, he said, is be%tmen
e winspiring end wdjnemic militery vhe wepressnd the statu3 quo, and ‘
- _ the radicals wito are stroagly anti«ﬁnm'icm lecerdr . sugguated antther
. alterpative o~ "a damocyratic openirg.” The essenee of his proposal wes
 that an effort be made o cumvinee Costa @ Siive that his anly chance for
survival i to reopen the politicel system. Yocerds gald the U.8: could
layanmgwtautmleinﬁhismess. e was emused by .a Comment he had
heard from @ wember of the "festive left” (eequafan. Pastive) to the sffect
that "only Amevicen Jmpeviniiam ean Seve ug now." Iacerds said e had |
heard thet wo were exerting wresgure on Costa ¢ 8ilve to wredemocratize

the country and suggusted that Governor Fockefellew should pmme tm.e
line dimeuy sd.tu the Presidend.
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ey IIENEE AL/ HIMDRS - from Rio de Janelro .
I aoted that our inflw ; consider '. u' Jan
: : rluence In politicel, mattews ves 3 4
. ﬁm_pdmiyigtgibuﬁed to us. lacerda emiled when I esked ﬁiynﬁs
,hmxlm i were Fresident and en Averican visitor ceme in and told
'ca"c‘? mxgm, %0 do in Brazil, I also noted the general problem of
meimet iom In a ecclety vhich is cought R in politicel tenoians,
& 0110 &gn g;sged m‘h:ge Costa e Silve would 2ind political support if
were avor of rapld wedemocratis Iacerds cencedod tk
beth of these wore sevloue g;eblems, i S

but ted the ’
ot made the situstion could detexiwat;nm Pyl

: He did not believe in the school
of thought that eald, "bad with Costa e 8ilve, worse without him." IP
netters eantinue as they sve Costa @ Silva will be out. :

The rest of the conversation revolved eroumd generalities. Iacerda felt
cur aid should nod be used in support of ¢his goveyrrment, but recognizsd
the dilemue in eutting off noeded progrens in such aveas as education, At
cne point I acked Rim whet he thought the sitvetion in Brezil would be todsy
hed Cestello Bronce not died when he did. ILecerda seflected omd said, "He
and ¥ would prodably be the bast of fyriends,” : '

CODTT:

Lagrerda spoke as 2 politically alert man, giving no indication thst his new
. " gbatus as & cascado had affected eiihor his sctivities or his ghilosophy. -
. In fact he spoke in quite objective temms about Costa e Silve. When I
noted that if the "conspiraters” were conceyned thet lacerds might sugport.
Costa e Silva, the man who had deprived bim of his political wights, they ®
of must indeed hewe a yadicel ypwogran, Lecerde sinply nodded in agreemsnt.

" lacerde, of couvse,. 18 the typs of man vho never accepts defest. Ths .
impressien I ked is that he iz so convinced of impending pelitical changes
theat he views bhis present svetus as temporary. He sees the miilltary as -
a dominant politisal force fup seme time snd herbors no 4llusions that he
will be abie ¢e glay e major political wole in the Lmmediate future, bub
the chariemma and the Griving poiiticel embltion exg still there. He sees -
himeel? es a wan of the futuwre, not the past. P :

It ig aifficult o assess hie statements regarding o coup. lacerda 43-an
exceedingly convineing yereen, and I do nof dlscount the peesibility that
he was at least embroidering a bit in order to influence USG policies (at -
one point he even rescrted to flattery by noting that we wexre far teo
intelligent to essume v vhat ke was telling us thet grester support

. chould be given to Costs ¢ 83lva). 5 ] " \

O the othzrhana, lacewdn: semed i;o be gemuinely ceeking S.nfmtioﬁ foom
re ent wes godbably dissppointed vaen I Bed sp Iiftle to cembtribute. I
is puzziing why the congpdrstors should bying leccwds into their coafidence
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s : L - Enclosure to A-218
. CONCINRWEAR/AB®IS . from Rlo de Janelwo

e bitter foud with his brothoraeinelow who o the BUCAL chads 2
only added to his arti-cepitelist sentiments). He mu@?iﬁim"::ﬁﬁ

it was o big Jump to go from Albuguerque Lime's conspiracy to s conspiracy
invelving other senior officials reportedly loyel to Costa e Silva. He
did not discount the possibility, but veesaned that if lacerda knew of

the conspirecy 80 must the government, perticulerly since they were keeping
gsuch close ¢ebs on Albuquerque idma. Neverthcless, 1T true, vosé Indz
rogarded the whole affalr es very serious. - '

Joaé Taodsz emen‘oed that vhat Iacerda feauy wants is for Albuquerque Lima

to be successful, since he thinks Albuguerdue Lima would bring him into
the govevrment? e .
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