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Attacked is a. ntemosandrai of conves’sation vith Carlos Lacerda

in t&ieh Lacerda desc^ibae a rdgSEftowiEg coup in.the making in
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Sergio Lacerda invited as to lunch, subsequently informing me that Ms fathev
had asked if he could intrude, Fes- my part, .1 asked if Princeton Lyman
could also attend,

Lacerda eaid he had received an emieaary sent by the conspiraterso Lacerda
had eaked whether he had come to "advise him or wem him, " The repre-
tentative had replied, "Neither,, " • Lacerda's reading was that the
conspiratorial grot® was stegly Bounding him out to make certain that he
would not side with Costa e Silva, He compared this sounding to the
sounding Dona Yolanda had taken with Mm at the time her husband was
maneuvering to beccsra President., Eben Lacerda replied he would take no
position, Dona Yolanda responded, "ffiiat08 all X want to hear.,"

Carlos Lacerda went straight to the point. He asked me for my interpretation
of events in Brazil, particularly what was happening within the military
QBtabliahramt, I apok® in general tarns about currents of thought and
attitudes among military leadffi?a and noted that the President was making a
good effort to transfer 8®a of the worst troublemakers out of Rio, Never¬
theless, history had demonstrated that this tactic was only partially
successful-

Carlos Lacerda
Sergio Lacerda, son of Carlos Lacerda
Princeton Lyman, Chief of Title IA Division of UBAI0
Frank C. Carlucci, Political Counselor; Rio

Sergio Lacerda's apartment, Mo

Lacerda eaid, "Xst me be mare specif ie« I have infosmation, some of it
factual and same of it jrsmb- (infeow), to the effect that the radical
military are planning to.degsse Costa e Silva." It was acmca knowledge,
Lacerda noted, that Albuquerque Lima was conspiring. Albuquerque Lima
himself made) no secret of this., Ehat was new wa that this conspiracy
embraced a much wider group, including Dome of the President’'ss most trusted
advisere»
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Lacerda did ust knew of say direct connection between events in Peru and /
,tMs ggsup’s plsnnlsig, bat assumed- Velasco’s activities ted served as an •

inspirstlen* the other tend, te did know of connections between the
Brazilianmilitary eenspiratera and tte Argentine military* Stay ejected
that Brasil and Argentina wuld 3«ad th® continent in a new style of military
gaves’iEacnt*

Ste imta®y ehaics which seamed to be facing Basils he said, is between
the uninspiring and undynaaie military wh© represent the status que, and
tte radicals who ar® strongly anti-American Lacerda suggested another
alternative "" "a democratic opening*" The essence of Ms grc^osal was

• that an effort be mads to convince Costa e Silva that his only chance for
survival, is to reopen th® political system* Lacerda said tba U*S* could
play an. important role, in this process* He was caused by a ccaiBsnt he ted
heard ftm a member of 'the "festive left” (esqusrda. festiva) to the effect
that "only American imperialismcsss save us a&wo" Lacerda said he tad .
heard that w® were exerting ^ffessure on Costa e Silva to rsdeffiacrstize
the country and suggested ttat Governor Rockefeller should pursue this
Ito directly with the President.

Lacerda sMd, was that he had tat been given this
of tho&s ^50051 secrecy on the namesanm?SJ^S Ms "“^standing that the coup would ttd® placesome w&era between April and August. Costa e Silva would be replaced by
Q General. " '

Lacerda said that infapmation ftwi a variety of sources led him to con'°
elude ttet those eoEDltted to the ecup would be teth anti-American and
anti-communist. Shis would be a mattes’ of tactics rath®? than coavictienSy
since the mesvejnent hed no real ideoJjQgyo Itoeal communists would be put
mreiy permanently and the Congress wuld ba shutdown^ American aid, thio
group f®lt, was not important* At any rate® th® Americana would eventually
c«E2® around* Anti-Americanism would be used to increase the new govwan^nt’B
pogulsrity with the masses*

In addition to the natwe of their approach to Mm, Lacerdawas puzzled .

by iuftoatto to the effect that this was reportedly rseeivlng eras
sereas the Brasilian froatier*. did net think the military would find
real reslstanc® t© an armed coup fxm within, and could only interpret •

the iu^artatim of sms as a security precaution* ' .Ke asked me if ted
any infos^aatlen on tMs* I responded in the negative*

Lacerdaconeludad that Costa e Silva’s tenure was ISmiteda He thou^iit it
would be futile for anyone, including the U,8*, to react to thia infema^

. tian by trying^to.airport Costa e Silva "tone cssygen mi^t be pumped
into him, but this would only postpone tha day of reckoning, and the
later it ceses tte ins?® radical .the msvanent will be*"
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Lacerda spoke as a politically alert man, giving no indication that his new
status as a caaeado had affected eittesr Ma activities os’ his p-alloscphy.

. In fact he spake in quit® objective terms about Costa e Silva. ^hen I
noted that if the "conspirat®?s” were concerned that Lacerda might support.
Costa e Silva, ths man -too had delved-him of his political rights, they '

xauet indeed have a radical Lacerda sis^ly nodded in agreement,-.

Lacerda, of cous*se, . is the type of man never accepts defeat, Ths
iE^essim I had is that he is so convinced of impending pMitieal changes
that he views Ms present status as tsmposwy. Ke sees the military as
a dominant poJdtteal force fos* sme time and harbors no illusions that he • /
will be able te play a major political role in the immediate future, but
ths charisma and the- driving political ambition are still theses. Ke sees
Mmelf es a man of ths future, not the past.

It la difficult to assess Mb statements regarding a coup. Lacerda is an
exceedingly convincing peresn, and I do nA discount ths possibility that
he was at least embroidering a bit in ©redes* to influence ISG palieies (at
one point he even resorbed to flattery by noting that we were far too
intelligent to assiaie fma What he was telling us that greater support
should be given to Costa e Silva).

to t&a othsi“ hand, Lacerdaseaaed to b® genuinely seeking infosmatian fam
m® and to ^ebably disappointed Whsn .1 had so lifetie to cmtzlbute. It
is puzzling Why the eanspdra'tors should bring Lacerda into taels* caafidenoe

political matters was considerably less -than^wsaju usually attributed to us. Lacerda smiled when I asked Mm how he, WOU1q~ roset if he ware President and an American visitor cane in and toldhim ^at he ou^ht to do in Brazil. I also noted the general problem ofcsaBSunxcatioa in a ecciety which la caught up in political tenaions.Princeton Lyman asked whs?e Costa e Silva would find political support ifhe were to ogt in favor of rapid redemocratization. Lacerda conceded thatbeth of these were asrio-us ^problems, but repeated that if acme effect wsnot made the situation could deteriorate. He did not baliev® in ths schoolof thought that said, "bad with Costa e Silva, worse without him.° IfiMttera ec-ntinue as thsy are Costa e Silva will be east.
Sho rest of the eenvarsatiiHi revolved ai’camd generalities, Lacerdafelt
cur eld sSiould not be used in suggest of thia government, but recognized
the dilema in cutting off needed jn'Ogrwas in auch areas as education. At
cw point I aeked him What hs thought th® situation in Brazil would be today
had Castello Branco not died when he did. Lacerdareflected end said, "Ke .

and I wuld jsssbebly be the best of friends."
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a bitter feud with Mo brothera»ln»:Uwwto own the DUCALchain, tMch tes
only added to his Q\Tti«‘CojaitaliQt sentiments )» He thought, however, that
It ws e, big Jump to go from Albuquerque Lima's conspiracy to a conspiracy
involving otter senior officials reportedly loyel. to Costa e Silva. Ee
did not discount ths possibility,, but reuEonad that if lacsrda knew of
the conspiracy bo must the goverraaeat, particularly since they were keeping
such close tabs or Albuquerque Lima. Eavextbelesa, if true, José Luiz
s’^gardsd the ttele affair as very seHouao

José Luiz coasnented that ^at Lacerda really wants is for Albuquerque Lima
to be successful, since he thinks Albuquerque Limawould bring him into

the government?
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