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LIDER Planning Deposition of President

Professor Robert J. ALEXANDER of Rut.jers Universit; ,
noted Latin American scholar on sabbatical in Brazil to^
collect material for a new book, has vi ite the Conieu
several times. On his last visit, Imvcnbcr 19, he
recounted a recent coversation he had in Rio de Janeiro with
Colonel Osneli MARTINELLI President of the extreme * lardline",
rightist organization LIDER, and formerly fficer in charge
of a military police investigation (IPM) into communist
subversion, whose disciplinary imprison .ent last Juno
caused a nationwide sensation. Professor Alexander sa.:.d
that Martinelli Informed him that LEIDERA uiuod to Jen e
President CASTELLO BRANCO soon and planned to Install a
thorough going nhardline“ Federal Government, eventu .lly
under Carlos LACERDA. A memorandum cf the conversation is
enclosed.
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IffiLORANDUlI OF CONVERSATION
SUbJEUT: LIDER Planning Deposition of President

PARTICIPiW Professor Robert J. Alexander
Jack Liebof Labor Officer declassified ,

Frank J. Haendler, Political Officer Authority

PLACE: American Consulate General Sao Paulo
DATE; November 19, 1965

Professor Alexander said that he visited Colonel Martinrlli t
discuss the present national political situation. He recounted that
Martinelli told him that LIDER´ss objective is to rc:.;w.'G Pres/.lark
CASTELLO BRANCO from office. lie weld Martinelli Melo.' th. t 11 C. • Castello..
Branco was still President on Dec .mber 6, the Gai after Guanabara
Governor-elect NEGRÃO DE LIMA is to assume office, he can stay on as
President as long as he niches. However, Martinelli a ,cured him, Ac
will no longer be in office by December o because LUB3 end its
"hardline” allies will remove him, by force if ao-cec:..::- . . Acc .? in j b
Colonel Martinelli the "hardline:-" is stronger now than ever before and
its main force is coming, not fro:? colonels andcpnor->ls, hut fro:,
lieutenants and captains who favor u thorough politic .1 cleanup.

In Martinelli´s vie only one man is capable ci .e_ig A j

of Brazil—Carlos LACERDA. As far as General COSTA: SILVA is
concerned, LIDER believes that ho is largely an uiM: n quantity.
He claimed that no one really knows -./hat Costa c Silva ' Llo-es, : hat
he really thinks and what he -unto. Costa e Silva . ould be acceptable
to LIDER only as an interim. President of Brazil,* wo: 'u.iiiy Lacerda
must succeed him.
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In discussing the Second Institutional Act Martinellimade it
clear that LIDER was not satisfied ith either c tout or its
implementation. According to Professor Alexander, Martinelli said
that several clauses LIDER favored and which LIDER :.ac assured wc ulo
be included, were removed by th. fr: oident, Martinelliart-i cll^ :::plied that
when Castello Branco was replace the clauses - ?wl : j-vearted and t
the Act in its entirety would La put into effect. In cwc.entin or
his convoi’cation with Martinelli, the Prcfec. - ? ..onti ?:.:. that 1? has
notice, ... -revival of ijrt , .. .-. c-.. . . at ?..ic
re ’.chad its highpoint in ic . 1 ’ 1 'L , .

C ' MITT : In Sao Paulo, extreme "hardliner o wuned the
ConGen that the days immediately proceeding December 5 may well bring
a political crisis. They elai it the "hardline* is determined to
prevent the empowering of Govomcr-elcct Negrao de Lima. If the IPM
before u’hich Negrao is scheduled to testify does not elicit sufficient
evidence to nrevent his inau; u?? .ti . w, they suy cl . t the Federal
Government will be forced to do so, Just as it was forced to promulgate
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the Se cond Institutional Act, If this would mean the resignation of
President Castello Branco, so much th* better, according to Sao Paulo
extremists. They would like to see the President replaced in any
case, since in their opinion he is too soft and m it t enm is it
once and for all corruption and subversion from the a ;ti n.

From this vantage point the ConGcn cannot offer i"/ o-pin1 i
to whether the extreme "hardline” and LIDER has sulf idle t strew,
to realise the objectives enumerate. ‘by Colonel Martinellirtmelli. Es. >

Rio may ..ish to evaluate the Colonel’s remarks and wssojs the
seriousness of thethreat LIDER and its followers pose to the
continuation of the President in office. In an;: jwwig’..v. rs
those evidently projected by Martinelli Sao Paul GwJjixa.'S "haw .

would be x’elegated to the role cl fassinated bistanlore f.th t- j
action really taking place in Rio and/or Brasilia.
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