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LIDER Planning Depogltion of President

Professor Robert J. ALEXANDER of Rubtgers University,
noted Latin American scholar on sabbatical in Brazil ¢o
collect material for a new book, has viscited the ConGen
several times. On his last visit, November 19, he
recounted a regent coversation he had in Rio de Janeiro with
Colonel Osnell MARTINELLI, President of the extreme "hardline",
rightist organization LIDER, and formerly officer in charge
of a military police investigation (IPMN) into conmunist
subversion, whose disciplinary imprisonment last June
cgused a nationwide scnsation. Professor Alexander said
that Martinelli informed him that LIDER aimed %o depose
President CASTELLO BRANCO soon and planned %o install a
thorough going "hardline"™ Federal Government, eventually
undir Carlos LACERDA. A memorandum of the conversation is
enelosed.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION
SUBJECT s LIDER Planning Deposition of President
PARTICIPANTS: Professor Robert J, Alexander

Jack Liebof, Labor Officer DECLASSIFIED
Frank J, Haendler, Political Officer Ammmwlﬁﬁg_;ﬁﬁéﬁﬁf

PLACE: imeriean Consulate General SzZo Paulo

DATE: November 19, 1965
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Professor Alexander sald that he vigited Colonel Martinelll 6o
diseuss the present national political situaticn. IHe recounted that
Martinelli told him that LIDER's objeetive is to remove President
CASTELLO BRANCO from offiee. le sald Martinelll added that if Castello
Braneo was still President on Dececmber 6, the day after Guanabara
Governor-elecct NEGRAO DE LIMA is %o assume officc, he can sbay on as
President as long as he wishes, Ilowever, Martinelll assured him, he
will no longer be in office by Decenmber 5 because LIDER and 1ts
"hardline® allies will removechim, by foree if necessary. Aeeording to
Colonel Martinelli the "hardline™ is stronger now than ever before and !
its main foree is eoming, not from colonels andgenerals, but from
lieutenants and capbtaing who favor a thorough political eleanup.

In Martinelli's view only one man is capable of being President
of Brazil--Carlog LACERDA. As far as General COSTA ¢ SIIVA is
coneerned, LIDER believes that he is largely an unknown quantity.

He elaimed that no one really knows what Costa ¢ Silva belleves, what
he really thinks and what he wants., Costa ¢ Silva would be aceceptable
to LIDER only as an interim President of Brazil, cventually Lacerda
must eucceed him. :

In discussing the Second Institutional Act Martinelli made it
clear that #ER was not satisfied with elther itec content or its
implementation. Aeeording to Professor Alexander, Martinelli said
that several elauses LIDER favored and whieh LIDER was assured would
be ineluded, were removed by the President., Martinelll implied that
when Castello Braneo was replaccd the elauses would be inserted and L
the Aet in its entirety would be put into effect. In commenting on l
his eonversabtion with Martinelli, the Professor mentioned that he has
noticed a revival of 1ng!!!g;ismo, a faseist-type movement whigh
reached 1ts highpoint in Draz n the late 1930s.

COMMENT : In S3o Paulo, extreme “hardliners™ have warned the
ConGen that the days 1mnod1a£e1y proceeding Docemb:r 5 naz;'oll bring
a political crisis. They elaim that the ® line" is determined %o
prevent the empowering of Governor-elect Ne de Lima. If the IPM
before which Negrao is scheduled to testifly does not clielt sufficient
evidence to prevent his inauguration, they that the Federal
Governuent will be foreed to do so, Just as it was forced to promulgate
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the Se cond Institutional Aet. If this would mean the resipgnation of
President Castello Braneo, so mueh the better, aceording %o S3o Paulo
extremists. They would like %o sce the Presildent replaced in any
case, since in thelr opinion he is too soft and moderate to eradicate
onee and for all ecorrupbion and subversion from the nation.

Prom this vanbage Point the ConGen cannot offer any opinion as
to whether the extreme "hardline®™ and LIDER has suffiéient strength
to realize the objeetives enumerated by Colonel lartinelli. Embassy
Rio may wish %o evaluate the Colonel's remarks and assess the
seriousncss of theghreat LIDER and ibts followers may pose to the
continuation of the President in office, In any mancuvers such as
those evidently projected by lartinelli, Sao Pauls citwmeme "hardlincms"
would be relegated %o the role of fasginated bystanders with the
action really taking place in Rio and/or Brasilia.

DECLASSIFIED
roY//a
Authority _Mﬁj_ﬁelz

CONF IDENTIAL



