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Wf8, 6/11/64, Brasilia

^^F ’ MOUNDBA/r, op CONVERSATION
PARTICIPANTS: Atahualpa Prego, Director of Planning,

W Fundagao Brasil 'Central- (FBC) .'■* . •' ’• '•"■.<■

F Robert B. Bentley, Political Officer - • > • '

PLACE? • -y- . / -
DATE: < : :• n.-^une .6, 1964
SUBJECT: • • . .Revolutionary, .Pi’is.onera and Their Treatment . -

I ** * — ’ -t* •' ? „ . » • ' 3 1 I . ';•-■'■■■■■'■ V’ .■ :• v- . /. '•When the reporting- officer .talked. wj.th Mr. Prego, .he had. just
been rele.as.e.d7ifx’om -anmonth’s .imprisonment in the Presidential .Guards
Battalion. 'utAtaimaLpa is. an..:®ng£he$r;;arid.,®^ -has held" a
number 'of vj-obs\in<the.- femoral, fcur.eaw^^^ . .
NOVACAP for -a.,short period. s H&, Aas ;be®n l.ong known as/having' "prov.

' gressiv®" ideas and has been at times linked with PTB circles'/' ‘For
example* -.Atahualpa T$o^lp8&y.ln'.,th$ Assessoria T.ecniea on Goulart's

; ‘ 7: last Presidential-- Message writingMb®^technical.. sections . pn ,
z

.. y*'- Bras'llia^ -Tres '.Manias., ‘ &nd/che..&^ Brasil.'^Central.’, _He'; was ..also
i a member'..of, th®!-.Nation^ P3lan.ning..Coun.eii yj3^.ex\.>G9^a^ of
'V/ . J his position wit-tv.^ i/; ' - ’•

Although hexbad-.' expected.,to-^©. wdstr^ated., Atahualpa said he
was treated .•/-■.v.^omecQther.,prisonersAwere 7beat up^a.' little,
he saidjy andA-^pm®'suffered such as/ being < stripped*,sprayed
with coldJwater.”^ jin-.their ; c®li o. ; Atahuelpa..ssaid .
these measures , were .contribv.ting't.6- ,gi^
captors'-a rJ^dt.;name;,.>with^^ producing results. ..Hs added. tiiat.,they
were prapti-^d by«iehidst.ed';7^ .-officers^acj^dywijth .-mor®: . . ,
responsibility wpuHis. only;, compl-aint -.was; .that'.'- h®; wasv;questioned scon
after he arrived for a short period/ then "forgotten1 for almost a
month, at the end of which he was given an eight-hour questioning by
five officers. Both times they stopped questioning him for "lack of
evidence. ”

Atahualpa was aoeuaed of 1) storing dynamite to blow up the
Congress, 2) having.-a written plan to take Alvorada Palace and kill
the President, 3) being th.® leader of a oom^uniat cell which' met in
his house and was coincident with a Brlzolista ."group of 11". ‘The
dynamite was explained as necessary for road and bridge“bullding
activities in the area of the FBC. His house was searched and no
plans or other subversive documents ware found. The "cell meeting’’
as Atahualpa figures it, was when two casual acquaintances visited
him and he advised'Jiheia!'not tp;talk about polities at this time.
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On© of the mon, whom he had threatened to fire from the PBC, turned
0 aocusei’. BGP Cowander Ooi, Darel Lasaro informedAvanualpa when h<a was leaving that hla accuser had implicated many

people and now the aaousox* was being, held for questioning.

Atahualpa said there were about 30 prisoners at th© BGP when
he left. Th® BGP holds all Brasilia prisoners. ” He said Col. Lasaro
revealed that about 1.50 more would be coMng in within the next two
weeks. Col. Lasaro said that Peasant League Leader Juliao- captured
Jun© 4, had given a complete testimony of what he weald have done if
his side had won, Julião reportedly said ho would- have subjected
prisoners to a paredao instead of a questioning. Col. Lasaro ©aid
Juliao's te8tlmGny"Kas been recorded.

Atahualpa, who must stay in Brasilia for fbrther questioning if
neededs said he feels the authorities have or will uncover evidence
of some subversion in the ^mdapao Brasil Central. Ha feels he was
questioned because he was doaeiy associated with the Goulart
government,
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