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to come to grips with the problems of the nation and the
superficiality of Costa e Silva's reactions have given
support to the view that one way or another he will be
pushed aside.

EMBOFFICE
Brasilia

After I had given my lecture before the Editor and~
writers of the new weekly magazine which the Civita family
will soon initiate, we had a discussion about the series
of lectures and other participants. Civita stated that
just before my lecture, the Jornal do Brasil columnist,
Castello Branco, had lectured before the same group. Subse-
auently, he had had a conversation with Castello Branco
about Costa e Silva.
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Civita added that there is a further consideration
namely, Costa e Silva’s health. He stated that Costa e
Silva has high blood pressure ‘and apparently other com¬
plications and that he is under Doctor's orders not to
work more than three hours a day. Civita believes that
quite aside from his mental limitations - he simply
doesn’t have the physical stamina to handle the job
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Castello Branco does not think that Costa e Silva
will last until March 31, 1971 . He said that before be¬
coming President, Costa e Silva had had two or three ideas
but that "he hasn’t had another idea since". According
to Civita, Castello Branco {and implicitly himself) believes
that "if Costa e Silva would use his head he should be able
to last the full term." The setup in Brazil is such that
even with a moderately satisfactory administration, this
should be possible. However, the failure of the Government
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