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TO: The Secretary

THROUGH: S/S « Z Q
p A. ’

FROM: ARA - Covey T. Oliver W* °

SUBJECT: Ambassador Tuthill's Contact with the Opposition -^FORMATION 'MEMORANDUM ' ~ ———Mi i m i i i,3 i -

Ambassador Tuthill 1s recent meetings with an opposition leader
in Brazil have created a certain'stir in high^government circle's,/' I
thought ft' desSabie to- summarize briefly for you the main
aspects of the matter.

Ambassador Tuthill had lunch with principal opposition leader and
enfant terrible of Brazilian politics Carlos Lacerda on January 23 and,
frei’i^riefly "again" February 1J. These meetings took place in
ap55uj%he~s^ provided an opportunity for an exchange of
views on a variety of current topics. During a call by Ambassador Tuthill
on February 22, President Costa e Silva made several^critical obseryatiqns
respecting these meetings with Lacerda. A wave of. stories and speculation
f^ai?ding"'the"meeting ih"the"mafn Brazilian papers during the
lasif week in February" On'March 6 the New~Y6rlc Times also’"carried“a
story on the meetings and the Brazilian government's negative reaction.
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One of the better consequences of this affair has been to disassociate
us somewhat^further in the" Brazilian public"mind from the Costa e Silva
a^inTstratiKn7-^afradministFatibh’"which"'Ambassador'-Tuthill reportsTias '

been"increasingly revealing some of its military characteristics.

On March 3, Ambassador Tuthill met privately with Foreign Minister
MagalhaeZP’into, who "assured him~he 'cohsiUered'the~cbnt'acts'with Lacerda
tb'ibe“normaI;’''’At'~a-'me‘etihg'-here on; March~8, Braziliag'Ambassadb^Leitao
da Cunha told me he thought Ambassador Tuthill's meetings with Lacerda
had-been-entirely'proper ahd-wi'thih acceptable i’nternational'practice
Tor ambassadors abroad.


